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Floating Beacon, concluded from our last. 


—Tuer deck of the vessel is shewn to great advantage and is well planded ; butthe 
grand finish is in that most lovely scene at the opening of the third act ;a sea-piece, 
the dispersion of the storm with the driven scud in the distance, and part of an okt 
jetty in the’ foreground, is really a gem ofits kind. The characters are extremely 
well dressed, and with as strict regard to costume as we génerally find in a first 
rate provincial Theatre ; but the effect which is essentially necessary in all melo- 
dramatie spectacle, is almost invariably lost, by the stapid and careless manner in 
shifting the scenes, such was the case last night; the thunder storm, (for a wonder) 
was tolerably well managed. We did not think Mre Brudengll as Mariette, equal 
to Mrs. Sheppard’s performance in that-charaeter ; but in the more impassioned 
arts, especially Where she describes the horrors of the‘ Beacon ” and the fiend- 
ike conduct of Angerstoff was given with wonderful expression. 

Mr Arian as Angerstoff,—in dress, manner, and mode of seting, bad all the 
powerful lntegest required, _ ‘ ‘i we, : 

Mr Baljs in the part of Frederie full force to it ; in fact he is never defici- 
ent in the personification of Naval ts. 

The combat between Ormoloff(Mr reso) and Frederié (Mr, Balls) at the end 
of the 2nd act, was. ably sustained, and; ed us of the best days of Barrymore 
and Bradley, at the Coburgh These in the Horatii and Coratii. The close of the 
Drama was received with universal applause, 





GRUITIOVULA 
On Tuesday Night's Performance, Feb, 27th, 1827, 


A New Way to Pay Old Debits, 

Tus isa Comedy in Fivesacts, written by Phillip Massmger, 
about the close of the year 1596 ;' and is without doubt, one of the - 
most extraordinary productions of the age in which he lived. 
This author produced no less than thirty Comedies and Tragomnes: 
during his eventful life, all of which possessinfinite merit; butthe 
Comedy on which we are new writing this critique, stands fore- 
most as a work of singular talent. All:his pieces bespeak him a 
man of first rate abilities, yet he is said to have been a person of 
such great modesty, that he was extremely beloved byhis contera- 
porary poets, and all esteemed it an honour to have his‘advice and 
assistance ;in the composition of their works. Notwithstandin 
the patronage of the Karl of Pembroke, and other great men, it 
was well known that he wasfrequently poor and in great diffi- 
culties ; his biting satire; aid caustic severity used towards the 
legal profession, is very ‘conspicuous throughout this Comedy ; 
a wade of seeking revenge (by the bye) not nnusual in modern 
authors. His pictures of Marrall and Justice Greedy are painted 
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to the very life, and have, inourtimes, Postnone of their cglouring. 
It is impbasibiterto pines acharacter more jetting an that 
of Sir Giles Overtea¢h ; endued with all theferéeity and cunning 
of the tiger, his ingatiable avaried, hig-daploity and overbearing 
conduct, hi®fiatred of the nobility of the land, dis endeavour tc 
instil into his daughter's mind séntiments of the most abominable 
nature, and his darling passion in seeing her, regardless of what 
means, a “Right Honourable Lady ;” feeds this ambition to such a 
pitch, as to produce dltogéther ‘a compound’ of devilish wick- 
edness and duplicity that: God forbid such amonster.should be 
suffered-to exist on the surface of the globe for a single hour, « 

Fora great number of years this play was laid onthe shelf, and 
perhaps might have still remained there, had tiot KEAN been the 
cause of its resurrection into life. Many of our readers, have, no 
doubt seen this great man in the all, prominent character of Sir 
Giles; for our parts we have neyer beheld him in it without feeling 
the most shuddering kind of horror ; we consider it his master- 
piece. Few there are, amongst the aspirants for Theatric fame, 
that can approach within one‘hundred degrees of him ; our curi- 
osity, therefore, was almost unbounded to witness the attempt of 
Mr Arlan,—we have always spoken of this Gentlemen as. we 
thought his merits deserved ; and we shall continue to do so fear- 
lessly, and impartially, and we have no hesitation in declaring that 
his acting ‘on Tuesday night was of that talented order, as to 
stamp his future reputation with the highest honours that can 
adorn his profession. In the earlier scenes of the play, he far sur- 
passed Kean. His address to Marrali, at the beginning of the 
second act, was delivered with all that arch cunning, and lurking 
caution, so well intended by the author ; we allude to the sentence 
as follows:—Str ‘Giles. “ Tliou art a fool Marrall; in being out 
of office, I am out of danger, where if I werea justice, besides the 
trouble, I might, or out of wilfulness or error, run myself 
finely into a premunire, and so become a prey to the informer ; 
no I'II have none on't, *tis enough t keep Greedy at my devotion, 
so he serve my purposes, let him hang or “eR care not, friend- 
ship is but a word!’ His interview with his nephew, after he has 
learned the prospect of*a rich marriag’e with Lady Allworth, and 
his conference with Lord Lovell at the commencement of the 4th 
act, where he settles the conditions of the. marriage contract with 
his daughter, was of that degree and kind of) geting, as to rivet 
the attention of the whole house. Pion 

The whole of the fifth act was admirably performed by the vari- 
ous characters, especially at the close of it. Mr. Arlanwroughtup 
the part of Sir Giles to the utmost pitch, without: overstraining it, 
and exhibited no rqnting,—there he was indeéd pre-eminent, so 
much so, as to call forth such general and unbounded ‘applause, 
that we believe has never on any one occasion been exceeded in 
this or avy other Theatro. . p bus eisoy vit 

Mr. Baker as: Marrall was extremely respectable, the time- 
serving sycophaney, of this limb of the law, his low dirty plot- 
ting, his unbounded servility, and’ ori ging humility, to thoge in 
power, and his arrogant insolence to those who are in dependent 
circumstances, was seldom if ever better performed —Mr Baker 
adhered strictlyto the costume ; a most essential pointin this Play. 








th 


en ES AR ee Wes 





23 


Miss Lawrence an Lady Allworth, was as usual, graceful and 
elegant, these two qualities wilbalways make her aaeireel On , the 
boards of any kg , Scontead epeder tal? 
ac N meg wg are 
earlier part of the y; but-as it'ddvances in ‘interest, ‘sq algo, 
did Mr Balle advange in Rood acting ; we frequently. haye,to,o : 
serve that this gentleman husbands his resourees after this fashion. 
Miss Willtams as argaret, looked rstesny Aa pire a 
dressed the character well; weare pléased to see this, Lady. bro 


out''by the’ manager in such ;parte ; she possesses considerable 


‘ 


talent and is always ae 


The Justice Greedy of Mr. Sherwrn, was not equal, to, what be. 
in the charactor, 


cando when he likes, he must have seen. 


and he would do well to etudy it after him. 

Mr. G. Smith's Lord Lovel, was any thing but lordly in,look, 
and lordly in speaking, he ought to go into fresh training... The. 
other parts were filled up as usual. , tome 


er We were extremely glad to see that the duration of time was so limited be- 
tween the acts, as to en the whole of the 8rd act to be fully concluded before 
the half price were admitted —this is ag it shoald. be.—The Play is a very long one, 
but was not hurried off in any degree, and so it might be managed gogs. with the 
idngest of Shakspearte’s pieces. ’ ; 


SYLVESTER DAGGERW OOD. 
Mr Sheree h the Knterioda 4 ve some imitations of the principal London Aetors ; 
a few ef which he pourtrayed:.in the most able manner, more’ , 
Mathews and Kean ; in the first he was excellent, particularly in the limping lame- 
ness across the stage. The voice was well imi bat it won’t do to look at Mr. 
Sherwin’s broad face, and expect to see a single outline of Mathews's twisted 
Kean’s mode of delivery was closely mimicked, W2 were glad om one 
point that he happened to be successful in this, after havin seen Mr. 
h we 
pwn a 
n 


Arlan in one of that actots chie ia “oppor for 

ourselves, wiediboes ie, ny Xs. has any f fn ace ; 

and we have ho hesitation in 6. ow ublic will bear us out in it.) 
tones of ¥ 


that there is no more similarity in thé Yarious voice’ than there is between 
an orange and anapple, — 


. MRED AND THE DEVOE, 

Tats capital Farce was written to shew off Ellistoy in the Three Singles, and cer- 
tainly no actor éver made more ef it, neither hath any one since been able to cope 
with him ; it isa most arduous task tor any person to go through with, and few have 
succeeded 0 as to make the representation bearable, It is just the sort of part for 
Me Balis, ail life and animation ; he néver tires in’ it, but goes through the whole in 
the midst finished and respectable style, it ix impossible to see him in the pervonation 
of the three characters without expressing ourselves highly gratified, it does him the 
greatest degree of credit, and canapt be exceeded either im or out of London, 


CnITTOVLD 
On Thursday Night's Performance, March 1st, 1827, 


er the 


LEE’S Tragedy of Alexander the Great, wes ide t; 
it is only rem , for the Tendous whieh bel te it ;, The, play itse of 
‘heavy, and mondtonous, and spun out to a tedious le > it is seldom performe 
in London, and then only as an attractive spectacle at our Theatre, it was 
creditable to the company, so far as the dressés and decerations are coucerned ; 
perhaps, there are ut ‘few Theatres in England where the Wardrobe is more fully 
furnished with’ new aod expensive costume, affording a brilliant contrast to the 
mengra pateny (Ethel syonte tie milters proctesidet, Rast and scare-crow 
Supernumerariés. An extremely bes scene was introduced in act 2nd, with a 
triamphant arch In the perspective ; we looked for the Triumphbal car, but we found 
it was at:the blatksmith’s, to be ! no matter, it is shion at this The- 
atre, fog Exppéroks and Kings te walkjon foot! Tlie wretched pt at Choral 
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Music spoiled the effect of this, the best scene iw the play 
trophy was exhibited, saving and except a solitary standard.—The first part of act 
3rd, scene Ist, where Lysimichus is led a prisoner of course the trumpets sounding 
a Dead March, were not within oe The banquet was py ep wey sorry sight, 
about a pound of what are. ,called,“‘Norwich Dips ” served to light up a pair of 
Lath Chandeliers, coated over with strips of tinsel, to.‘‘look:like gold,” the table co- 
vering was a complete antideluvian specimen of,;workmanship, In. act 5th, scene st, 
the flourish of trumpets was omitted, announcing the entrance of Roxana ; and 
also, on Alexander’s artival tothe succonr, of Statira. >” 

Mr Arlan as Alexander, was, so. imperfect in his part, as at times to make the 
words of the author sheer nonsense. In the last scene of the Sth act, whilst ander 
the alternate burning and freezing effects of the’ deadly poison, he collected all his 
resources and appeared in his just and true ehatacter. ‘* The words, Sound ! Sound ! 
keep your ranks close, &c.” were impassionately delivered, and his subsequent leap 
into the arms of his soldiers, was cleverly managed ; so alsu the dying words, ‘‘ Now 
had I discharged'the duty of man, to Empire born” ° 

Should Mrs Brudenell ever again appear as Roxana, we would recommend her to 
consult,her glass, and endeavour to study a better head dress; it was any thing but 
Classic elegance. The correct costume is a golden helmet, and over the shoulder 
a crimson scarf. ‘ 

Mrs Hamerton as Sysigambis, was so imperfect as to leave ont a whole sentence 
in act 2nd, and Icft the Dramatis Persone to get on as, well as they could. 


j nota military banner or 





Before Breakfast and Auke the Aabourer. 


Or these pieces we have spoken before, in one of our early numbers,—we will 
merely observe, that in the scene were Bobby Trott (Mr. Baker,) is shut up in the 
china closet, and whilst Squire Chase. is soliloquising, Luke ought to make his ap- 
pearance, instead of which, the audience were kept in suspense. two or three mi- 
nntes.--My Sherwin as Luke declared the omission rested not with him, but the pub- 
lic haye a right to know from whence these repeated scandalous neglects arise, such 
conduct is unpardonable, except with wretched strollers in a barn. 


On Saturday, March the 3rd, 1827, will be performed the Play, 
interspersed with Music, of 


= 
Guy Mannering; 
Ae the Gipsey’s Prophecy. _ 
Colonel Mannering, Mr ARLAN 
Henry Bertram, Mr WinttamMson—Dominie Sampson, Mr Baker 
Baillie Mucklethrift; Mr Wuarton-Gilbert Glossin, Mr Currrorp 
Dirk Hatterick, Mr HAMERTON 
Dardie Dinmont, Mr SHERWIN—Gabriel, Mr BEACHAM 
Sebastian, Mr WILKINSON——Franico, Miss WATKINSON 


Meg Merrilies, Mrs BRUDENELL 
Lucy Bertram, Miss PHILLIPS—Julia Mannering, Mrs BALLS 
Mrs M‘Candlish, Mrs WATKINSON—Flora, Mrs BAKER 
Gipsy Girl, Mrs D, SMITH 








: After which, will be-revived the Melo-Drama, of 
THE MILLER & HIS MEN. 
ial Count Frederic Friberg, Mr G. SMITH 
Lothair, Mr BALLS—Kelmar, Mr SMITH—Karl Mr BAKER 
Grindoff, (the Miller) Mr ARLAN—Riber, Mr BEACHAM 
Golotz, Mr HAMER TON Sanguine, Mr HARRISON. 
Claudine, Miss WILLIAMS—Ravina, Mrs BRUDENELL 


~ Remarxs.—The 7th namber will be publish¢d‘on Tuesday Afternoon.—“ A lover 








of the Drama in our next,” other favours ave received and under consideration. 
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